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Introduction 
 
The 2005 Tamworth Regional Council Youth Forum was 
held on Wednesday 30th March 2005 as part of 
Youthweek 2005 activities. The aim of the forum was to 
bring together a diverse group of young people to raise 
ideas/concerns/positives/negatives that they feel are 
relevant in today’s society and in local communities. 30 
young people participated from communities including 
Tamworth, Manilla and Barraba. Most activities were 
discussed in small groups utilising brainstorming and 
open discussion. Stakeholders (people that have a vested 
interest in youth issues) were then invited to participate in 
the afternoon session to discuss the issues raised and 
through dialogue look at possible courses of action and 
ways forward. 20 stakeholders attended the afternoon 
session.  
 
In 2004 a similar forum was conducted and identified 6 
key issues. These are(in no particular order): 

1. Prejudice and discrimination 
2. Teen Safety 
3. Not Enough To Do 
4. Lack of Jobs 
5. More Opportunities/Education 
6. Drugs and Alcohol 

 
In open discussion it was considered that these 6 issues 
were still relevant, with the addition of two more topics – 
Health and Welfare. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Small groups were formed and a variety of ideas were 
presented for discussion. The results of these 
brainstorming activities are listed in the following pages.  
 
The ideas discusses included: 
 

• Meaning of life/purpose 
• Complaints 
• Drugs and alcohol 
• Lack of jobs 
• Prejudice and discrimination 
• Teen safety 
• More opportunities/education 
• Not enough to do 
• Health 
• Welfare 

 
The final part of this report outlines 
suggestions/recommendations based on these 
discussions. 
 
It is hoped that this report can be referred to by 
stakeholders when allocating resources and planning 
future policy development. This report is also a valuable 
tool that can be used in the application for funding and 
resources as this report demonstrates a direct 
consultation with young people.  
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1. Provide opportunities through the Youth Advisory 
Council for young people to be actively involved in 
the broader community, and thereby have the 
opportunity to propose, influence and develop 
services/activities/events provided for young people. 

2. Extend the opening hours of the Youthie, Tamworth 
Regional Council Youth Space, to be open late on 
Friday and Saturday nights during summer and 
school holiday periods. 

3. Continue running monthly entertainment events at 
the Youthie, Tamworth Regional Council Youth 
Space. Increase this to bi-monthly during summer 
and school holiday periods. These events to offer 
young people the opportunity to participate in all 
aspects. 

4. The Tamworth Regional Youth Advisory Council to 
undertake a series of community based activities 
aimed at improving and fostering respect for young 
people in the community. 

5. Apply for grants using this forum report to 
demonstrate the need for regular entertainment 
activities and other recreational 
activities/programs/opportunities for young people in 
the region.  

6. Investigate the further development of the 
Tamworth Skate Park – proposal has been 
submitted to the Tamworth Regional Council. 

7. Alert Tamworth Police of the concern for safety 
expressed by young people attending the Tamworth 
Regional Forum, particularly safety in places like 
Peel Street at night time. 

8. Copies of this forum report will be distributed to all 
relevant stakeholders including being tabled at the 
Tamworth Youth Interagency. 

9. Continued development of a comprehensive 
database of youth related services and make this 
available on the Youthie website at 
www.theyouthie.org. 


